
                     
 

 

Samish Watershed Self-Assessment 
 
On Site Septic 
Taking care of your septic system can save you big money in the long run. It’s also important for water 

quality – a failed septic system can cause waste to leak into our groundwater, streams, rivers and lakes. 
 

How is your household sewage treated?  
☐ City sewage system 

☐  On-Site Septic   If on a Septic System, when was the last inspection date? __________ 
 

Did you know Septic Systems must be inspected every 1-3 years depending on the type of system? Not 

sure of the date of your last inspection? Skagit County Health Department can assist you by calling   

(360) 336-9380. There may be funding available to assist in the repair or replacement of failing septic 

systems. 
 

Livestock 
If you have livestock, you have manure. Have you ever noticed water moving through muddy parts of 

your pasture? Muddy pastures can increase water pollution from soil and manure.  A good pasture & 

manure management plan can mean the difference between clean and polluted water.  
 
I have a successful system for managing manure. To avoid the buildup of excess manure, I: 
☐  Compost (composting can reduce the size of a manure pile by half!) 

☐  Spread compost on pasture and crops 

☐  Give away/sell manure or compost 

☐  Haul away excess 
 
I prevent pollution of the watershed by: 
☐  Storing manure at least 100 ft. away from streams, ditches and other waterways  

☐ Having a buffer strip of healthy vegetation downslope of my manure storage area 

☐ Spreading manure/compost during the growing season (April-October)  

☐ Covering my manure storage area with a tarp, roof or other cover 

☐ Picking up manure from stalls and confinement areas on a regular, frequent basis 
 
 
Outcome 
Are there any areas that could use improvement? We are here to help! There are resources at your 

fingertips and the best part is they are FREE! For free Technical & Financial Assistance contact the Skagit 

Conservation District at (360) 428-4313. 
 


